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In front of Kuwait Towers with 
Prof. Thomas Starzl and George Abouna

Dinner at the home of Abdel 
Alrahman Alawadi, Kuwait 
Minister of Health 1975-1983



After establishing the Turkish Dialysis and 

Transplantation Foundation in 1980, 

I established the Middle East Dialysis & 

Organ Transplantation Foundation in 1984 

for the purpose of facilitating organ 

sharing and procurement in the Middle 

East.



The First Meeting of the Foundation was held in 

Istanbul in 1985. 



The Middle East Society for Organ 

Transplantation (MESOT) was initially 

founded in Turkey 1987, in compliance with 

Turkish Civil Code regulations. 

The Society was subsequently incorporated 

and registered with the Bern, Switzerland 

Chamber of Commerce in June 1988 as a 

nonprofit international scientific Society.



➢ To promote and encourage education, research and 

cooperation in the field of organ transplantation;

➢ To create a scientific forum for discussion of all related 

issues, including medical, social and legal aspects;

➢ To collaborate with existing public and private organizations 

to promote and encourage research and clinical 

applications ;

➢ To encourage meetings, symposia and congresses.



❖ ALGERIA 

❖ AZERBAIJAN 

❖ BAHRAIN 

❖ EGYPT

❖ IRAN 

❖ IRAQ

❖ JORDAN

❖ KUWAIT

❖ LEBANON

❖ LIBYA

❖ MOROCCO

❖ OMAN   

❖ PAKISTAN 

❖ PALESTINE 

❖ QATAR 

❖ SAUDI ARABIA 

❖ SYRIA

❖ TUNISIA 

❖ TURKEY 

❖ UNITED ARAB EMIRATES 

❖ YEMEN 



Article III
section 2 
The Council shall consist of the President, the President-elect, the Vice 
President, immediate past President, Secretary-Treasurer and 10 councilors 
who will be evenly distributed from the various Middle Eastern, North African 
and Mid-Asian countries

Article VI
section 2
Committee membership shall be evenly representative amongst the various 
regions of the Middle East, North Africa and Mid-Asia.

Every two years, the elected President and location of the 
scientific congress is representative of a different area of 

the region



Antoine Stephan Lebanon
(2002-2004) 

Mehmet Haberal Turkey
(1988-1990) 

George M. Abouna Kuwait
(1990-1992)

Adibul Hasan Rizvi Pakistan
(2000-2002) 

Ahad Ghods Iran
(1998-2000) 

Nevzat Bilgin Turkey
(1996-1998) 

Iradj Fazel Iran
(1992-1994) 

Aziz EI-Matri Tunisia
(1994-1996) 



Marwan Masri Lebanon
(2010-2012) 

Bassam Saeed Syria
(2016-2018) 

Mehmet Haberal Turkey
(2014-2016) 

Seyed Ali Malekhosseini Iran 
(2012-2014) 

S. Anwar Naqvi Pakistan
(2008-2010) 

Mustafa Al-Mousawi Kuwait 
(2006-2008) 

Faissal Shaheen Saudi Arabia
(2004-2006) 



➢ Official journal of MESOT

➢ Established in 2003

➢ 6 issues per year

➢ The aim of the journal is to provides a 

medium forum for where clinical scientists, 

basic scientists, ethicists, and public health 

professionals to communicate ideas and 

advances in the field of experimental and 

clinical organ and tissue transplantation, 

and to discuss related social and ethical 

issues. 

ECT started publication in 2003 and is now in its 14th year of production



One of the most  effective programs 
set up by MESOT was the 
establishment of the MESOT 
Fellowship Program – a training of 1-
2 years in organ transplantation for 
physicians and surgeons from the 
Middle East region

The objective of this program is to 
promote and advance organ 
transplantation in under-served 
areas of the region by helping them 
to establish local transplant programs 
or to improve an existing program.

Training Centers

▪ Başkent University 
Ankara , Turkey

▪ Shiraz Organ Transplant Center 
Shiraz, Iran 

▪ KFSH & RC
Riyadh, KSA

▪ Labbafinijad Hospital 
Tehran, Iran

▪ SIUT
Karachi, Pakistan

▪ Hamed El-Essa Organ Transplant Center 
Kuwait City, Kuwait 

▪ Urology and Nephrology Center 
Mansoura, Egypt



The MESOT awards were first presented during the 13th MESOT 

Congress held in Abu Dhabi in 2012. The awards are presented to the 

recipients in recognition of their outstanding efforts and activities in the 

field of transplantation in the Middle East region. 

❖Deceased Donor Initiative Award (Mehmet Haberal Award)

❖Research Award

❖Achievement in Transplantation Award

❖Ethics and Humanitarian Initiatives in Transplantation Award 

(Adibul Rizvi Award) 





Mehmet Haberal Turkey
(1988-1990) 

Bylaws, signed by the Founding Members



Published as a result of the 2nd

MESOT Congress held in 
Kuwait, edited by 
George Abouna

George M. Abouna
Kuwait

(1990-1992)



Iradj Fazel Iran
(1992-1994) 



Aziz EI-Matri Tunisia
(1994-1996) 



Nevzat Bilgin Turkey
(1996-1998) 



Ahad Ghods Iran
(1998-2000) 



Adibul Hasan Rizvi Pakistan
(2000-2002) 



Antoine Stephan Lebanon
(2002-2004) 



Faissal Shaheen Saudi Arabia
(2004-2006) 



Mustafa Al-Mousawi 
Kuwait (2006-2008) 

Kuwait Minister of Health, 
H.E. Ahmad Al Abdullah Al Sabah



S. Anwar Naqvi Pakistan
(2008-2010) 



Marwan Masri Lebanon
(2010-2012) 



Seyed Ali Malekhosseini
Iran (2012-2014) 



MESOT General Assembly

Transplant Games

Gala 
Dinner

MESOT Awards

Mehmet Haberal Turkey
(2014-2016) 

Published as a result of the 2nd MESOT 
Congress held in Kuwait, edited by 
George Abouna



Gala Dinner MESOT Awards

Bassam Saeed 
Syria

(2016-2018) Opening Ceremony



Photograph taken during the Gala Dinner of the 25th Anniversary Liver Transplant 
Congress, December 5, 2013.

Left to right: Antoine Stephan (Past President, MESOT), Ahad Ghods (Past President, 
MESOT), Mustafa Al-Mousawi (Past President, MESOT), Marwan Masri (Immediate Past 
President, MESOT), Seyed Ali Malek-Hosseini (President, MESOT), Philip O’Connell 
(President-Elect, TTS), Francis Delmonico (President, TTS), Jeremy Chapman (Past President, 
TTS), Gerhard Opelz (Past President, TTS), Faissal Shaheen (Past President, MESOT), 
Mehmet Haberal(Founder, Founder President, and President-Elect, MESOT; Founder and 
President, TOND).

Ankara, 4-6 December 2013



Inaugural Meeting of the 
World Academy of Medical,
Biomedical and Ethical Sciences

3 December 2013, Ankara - Turkey



Turkic World Transplantation 
Society
Established December 15, 2014

First Executive 
Committee  Meeting

January 29, 2015
Ankara





1st Congress of TDTD
20-22 May, 2015 
Astana, Kazakhstan



Joint Meeting of TOND & TDTD
1-3 June, 2016
Baku, Azerbaijan



50 Most Active Countries 
Globally

Global Observatory on Donation & Transplantation 2013

Turkey

Iran

Kuwait
KSA

Lebanon

Egypt

Jordan

Libya



The most important problem we face in 
transplantation today is

❖ Legislation is in place

❖ Increasing numbers of dialysis and transplant centers

❖ Improved access to immunosuppressive treatment

❖ Organ allocation systems are in place



Deceased Donation
Global Observatory on Donation & Transplantation 2012



Deceased Donation
Global Observatory on Donation & Transplantation 2013

Turkey

Iran

Kuwait

KSA

Lebanon

Tunisia
Qatar



Deceased Donation in Turkey
INTERNATIONAL REGISTRY IN ORGAN DONATION AND 

TRANSPLANTATION

http://www.irodat.org/

2015 Kidney  (n = 3204) Liver (n = 1216)

Deceased 670 345

Living 2534 871

15%

57%

8%

20%
Deceased Kidney

Living Kidney

Deceased Liver

Living Liver



Deceased Donation in Saudi Arabia
INTERNATIONAL REGISTRY IN ORGAN DONATION AND 

TRANSPLANTATION

http://www.irodat.org/

2015 Kidney  (n = 762) Liver (n = 197)

Deceased 144 67

Living 618 130

15%

64%

7% 14%
Deceased Kidney

Living Kidney

Deceased Liver

Living Liver



Deceased Donation in Kuwait 
INTERNATIONAL REGISTRY IN ORGAN DONATION AND 

TRANSPLANTATION

http://www.irodat.org/

2014 Kidney  (n = 99) Liver

Deceased 41 -

Living 58 -

41%
59%

Deceased Kidney

Living Kidney



Deceased Donation in Iran
INTERNATIONAL REGISTRY IN ORGAN DONATION AND 

TRANSPLANTATION

http://www.irodat.org/

2015 Kidney  (n = 2531) Liver (n = 716)

Deceased 1433 671

Living 1098 45

Deceased Kidney

Living Kidney

Deceased Liver

Living Liver



1. Dedication of trustworthy transplant professionals;

2. Coordination between the health sector and government; 

3. Establishment of definitive and binding legislation; 

4. Gain the backing of key players, e.g. religious leaders

5. The general public must be informed of the true facts of 

transplantation;

6. Health professionals must be provided with a forum for open 

discussion and their opinions must be sought by legislators. 

7. Print and broadcast media must be fully utilized.



Much can be achieved if: 

✓ Legislation is implemented

✓ Education is provided to the public

✓ Coordination is created and maintained between all 

relevant sectors



SUCCESS in setting up a TRANSPLANTATION SYSTEM depends 
on…

Legislation

EducationCoordination

The main goal should be to
promote organ donation from
deceased donors.  

Millions of people die and are  
buried wıth healthy organs, 
which could  save the  lives  of  
many  patients  who  continue to  
wait  on  transplant lists.



Established

14 September, 1993



First Hemodialysis Center

Ankara, 1982

Turkish Organ Transplantation 
and Burn Treatment 
Foundation Hospital
Ankara, 1985

Baskent University Hospital
Ankara, 2017

1982 2017



İhsan Doğramacı Conference Hall

Orchestra Academic Baskent  concert Baskent University Library

Baskent University campus grounds



Baskent University student cafeteria 

Baskent University campus grounds Baskent University dormitory communal areas

Baskent University dormitory cafe



Baskent University 
Medical & Research Centers



Baskent University 
Medical & Research Centers



Experimental Animal Breeding 
Center

Baskent University 



Institute, Dairy Farm 
& Hotels

Baskent University 



Quality System Certificates & 
Awards

Baskent University 

27th International Quality Summit: 
“Gold” Category Winner

New York, 2013

30th International Quality Summit: 
“Diamond” Category Winner

Frankfurt, 2016 29th International Quality 
Summit: “Platinum” 

Category Winner
Paris , 2015



Channel B

Baskent University 





Membership of MESOT & TTS



Donate life

Thank you….


